[Lymphatic mapping in cervical cancer].
The aim of the study is to analyze the feasibility of intraoperative sentinel lymph nodes (SLN) detection using gamma detection probe and blue dye in patients with cervical cancer. Prospective clinical study. 106 patients with cervical cancer were included into the study in the period from May 2004 to November 2006. Patients were divided into three groups according to the tumor volume. Lymphoscintigraphy was performed following an injection of 99m Tc-labeled nanocolloid and intraoperatively the SLN were identified visually after marking of lymphatic vessels with blue dye and further detected using a handheld gamma detection probe. The SLN were histologically and immunohistochemically analyzed. Total number of 309 SLN with an average of 2.9 per patient were identified. The SLN detection rate was 94.3% per patient, 84.4 % per side, and depended on the tumor volume. Metastatic disease was detected in 39 patients (36.8%) and micrometastatic disease in 15 patients (14.2%). Sensitivity and negative predictive value calculated were 93.9% and 98.0%, false negative rate reached 5.1. Intraoperative detection of SLN using combination of technecium-99-labeled nanocolloid and blue dye represents a feasible, safe and accurate technique to identify lymphatic spreading in stages IA2-IB1 of cervical cancer.